THE WEBSTER-RANDOLPH SCENIC

A publication dedicated to the establishment of the world's longest scenic railroad.
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Steam Returns To Webster Springs

by 6. Leroy Crislip
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Jaty 186, 1970 lood, ihe tramn will
trowvel over the gradeof the formar
Greoenbirier, Cheat & Elk Railroad,
whnch af one lime exiended from
Caxss «n Pocahontas County to the
headwalers of Leatherwood Creek
up i the valley lrom Bergoo, Here
e hills once resounded with the
music of the steam lotomotives --
first the Shays of the G. C. K E.,
naxt the narrow gauge Shays of
Pardee & Curtin, and then the
Consclidations and clher lypes of
the Western Maryland, The rail-
fans will be lravelling through a
land truly rich in railroad lore, If
the traveller looks high upon the
mountain to his left while moving
oul of the town, he may be able to
ses the grade used 3y the Pardes
& Curtin trains,

Soon the frain will arrive ot
what is known locally as Number
Four, a lormer coal mimng ares
which kept the trains of the Wesl-
arn Maryland busy for many years,
A shorl distance further on, the
framn will stop ot scenic Whitiakor
Falls. Photographers willbe cor-
tan o want to iake many photos
of this scenic ares
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make for an inleresting scene, One
large exgosed section of the bed
rock in this area was far many
vears the popular site for dances
and celebrations

Shortly the irain will come o
Laurel Bank or Slaty Fork as it
is locally known, Thes point 31.3
miles from Woebster Springs will
be the turning arpund place for the
irip, and the passengers will have
a chance lo gel something fo eatl
The Western Maryland boarding
house can be seen within the wye.
Here in days gone by helper loco-

molives and crows were on hand "
o assist the heavy cozl dragscom- T
ing up Elk River to challenge “the ‘2.4
hill.* ="
# =

With lunch over, the train will
travel slowly but steadily back
down Elk River to Webster Springs.
Scenes missed on the morning
journey san now be viewed, and the
wise lraveller will no doubt move
fo the epposile side of the car
Irom wkich he rode earlier to see
the “second half™ of this verysce-
nic land. All good things come &
o an end, and this must be true
with tha railrosd oxtursion. The
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Mry, B8 milea from the Emi
ol @ Spruce " will then con

Leonm ormard B3 miles te Laurel
Bark (usown locally asSlaty Fork),
belipm El River to Bergoo, Web

wher County, West Virginia, 204
mabes degland; snd then continee 11
males o Webster Springs, Webster

County, West Virginia
The total length of the Webster-

Randoiph Sceric Ravlroadincluding
pl of the Cazs Scenic Railroad,
e 1.2 miles of connecling frack,
axd the Western Maryland Rail-
road from Elkina to the End of
P tracks on the Back Fork of
Eik River sl Webster Springs is
1154 mdes
trmn movements over the Western
Maryland will be obtained by the
Sate of West Virginia, but the
actual ownership of the trackage
will be i the hands of the Westorn
Maryland - BEO - CAD Railroads

The schedule of trips iz diffi-
cwll to stale with certainly al this
time, but if seems probatle that

they will be runon anevery-olher- *

week basis from Elkins and Web-
ster Springs. This means thel
one week the trip would be made
from Elkins to Spruce lv Bald
Eroblusing Cass Scoenic Railroad
squipmeni on the last soclion) and
relurn te Elkins; and the following
werk, (ho trip would be made from
Wabsler Springs to Spruce lo Bald
Enck and return. Eventually asthe
danand acises, plans call for an in-

craased number of iripswithatrip |
being operated out of Elkins and

The right to operate

Webalor Springa on the same day,
The trams would moel at Spruce,
allowing the sdveniurous lo travel
on fo the opposite end of the line
fram which he started. Possibly
more feasible will be the sche-
duling of siraight through irips
from one ond of the line to the
olher, with provision made for
buzsing the passengers back io
the starling plate, or running lhe
rofurn trip on the following day. In

Governor
Arch A, Moore

tion to offically.

E. Hansford MeCourt
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THE WORLD'S LARGEST exisling Heisler, Class C, 100 fon - number

6 of the Cass Scenic Railroad,

that the regular operation of the
Western Maryland will procede as
narmial

Whatever the schedule or the
final plan, the railrcad will give the
tourist a real treat for his monay

Senator

These officials have played and will continue toplay key roles in eraching the necessary legisia-
. Jish the Websier - Randolph Scenic Rail road,
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Senator
Carl E. Gainer

featuring steam lotomolives from
the pasl challenging the sieepest,
most crooked meinline railrosd
in the East. A& iripon the Websier -
Randolph Scenic Railroadwill truly
be an experience of a |ifelime!

Delegate
D. P. “Sharifi” Given




Beauly in only skin deep - an
adage {rom bygone yoars - might be
paraphrased (o say scenic beaoty
is only surfoce deep. To the eye
of the tourist, sightaseer, or jusi
plan nature lover, scenic beauty
can and does lake many forms and
thus somewhal supporis the idea
thal a person sces jusi whal he
looks far. The goldenrod flower
is rather pictureague in the fall of
the year, bul fo the hay-fever
sufferer, the sesson of the golden-
rod 13 the season nol lo be caught
without thase blossed, broath-giv-
ing, decangasting pills.

However one looks al our 559
square miles of nature here n
Webster Counly, pros snd cons
will arise from all guarters. Con
saquently, this srticle s written
from the biased viewpomt of anat-
ure snthusiast that realizes his
goldenrod may very well cause
some of you lo sneore Alsa,
this article 18 designed to put
stion “Whal is in Webster County
to warrant a ecenic railroad inthe
first place?"”

In the first place, second place,
ele., Websler County is isolated
and this writer likes it that way.
The mountain roads which semi-

drivers cures, ars in their own

son, the srea doss serve toattract
people thal are inferestied wm that
type of botanical situation.

Thwe foresis here estobil both
the northern hardecods and coni-
fers at elevations abowe 3000 feet
lor m local “lros! pockeis™], wnd
the ceniral hardecods af lower
elevationy. This condition lends
us a much grealer warwly ol
plantl and animal life than can be
found m many seclions of the State
Too many limes wo think only to
harp aboul how poor we are ecco-
ml‘m:jll'.l i haovw osololod wiz are
withaoutl contidering our blessings
| n terms of mountains, trees
flowera, siresms, and wildlife
Wa have had all thess things for
so long in Webster County that we
now tsks them for granted with
oul pondering what lite would be
like withow! them

More wpecilically, aloong the ira
chage of the proposed soemc Fal
road, many sighis are to be found
that would delight the senses of the
most steunch of cily dwellers. In
some inslances, the combunaluan
of man and nature prosenls soenes
waorlhy of mention.

Mothing could ba more sCenic
to this wriler al this time than to
st an old locomolive of any make

crop up before ascenic bramwould

leave he dopol SBure, it"s common
to i, bul Pl to the touriats thal
will come o ride a acerdc lram
Another close-ol-hand sitraction
wnll b the Mative Arizs and Crafta
Swp oon Golden Shore. Hers the

tourels cen purchass leme o
locel culture wnd
thal will s&rve

ciafsmuanship
a% Aouveniere ol
Tha articies sl Yhi
shop show el skailled Wradesiman
have been al work and poinds oul
w ralalively untapped resource
hirri in the counly
Whan thae Tram hinally blows s
whilalle and gels underway, 1 will
travirl only a shorl dislance belore

tha irain trip
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fol of people, the peace and soli-
tude that abounds sround us makes
Webster Counts ahlv;nhrhwd

woild loom out of the esrly morn
ing misl as a concrefe reminder
that civilization will forever re-
main lucked away in the halls of

land, Immediatel

smoky, noisy trip upsiream along
Elk River.
The track ilself, winding and
bwisting aleng the river possessas
He ]

surely a alift i
{ 8ep over onl

sort of repuds th
fhan & dent in the
face, On upsires
Curlin, scens o
Curfin Lumber
rather large op

crealoa the fallx, In" the cove
baehing the falls, about fifty species
of planis can be found, a factor
attributed to the frost pocked that
dominates that area.
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In days gone by, iron man and machines struggled to
extract the timber from the rugged slopes throughout the state,
Granted, in most instances, the sole governing motive was
profit; however, the men whose very existence depended upon
the pulling of crosscul saws, swinging an axe, or crawling over
the ice-covered logs to set the brakes of several cars of a
Shay-drawn logging train, have become a part of history which
will always be a nostalgicmemory in the minds of Americans
everywhere--and in those of West Virginians most of all.

It is the hopa of the editor and authors of this publication
that the logging train can once againmake its music throughout
the land along the Western Maryland and Cass Scenic Rail-
roads from Elkins in Randolph County through Pocahontas

County to Webster Springs in Webster County., An area
developed by the logging railroad can once again be developed
but in such a way as tonot mar the land for future generations.
The trains will run again, but this time the cargo will be
tourists, worth far more in relative weight than logs, and
capable of appreciating the scenic beauty of this wonderful land.

Many people have been asked to help with this project, but
few have responded. People seem content tolet some one else
do all the work and then reap the economic benefit for free.
Perhaps our society has degenerated o this, but when one looks
st the persons contacted for financial support who would have
stood to profit from the railroad, but did not offer any assist-
ance at all, one mustwonder that money could possibly mean so
much. Some of these individuals can remember when the area
was known for its appeal to tourists and can also remember
that unconcerned residents allowed this type of industry to die.
Can the power of the almighty dollar be so great that the lessons
of the past are ignored just to save a few dollars and then lose
in the long run?

If those persons known as the “railroad team” had been paid
for their many hours of work with the project, the bill would be
o sxcess of $100,000.00. They cannot and do not expect to
sver make sny money from the scenic railroad; their only
resson lor doing what they have done is their love of railroads.
They want 1o see people come to the area to get a taste of the
sighls and sounds of the railroads of the past on what will be
B worid s longes! sconic railroad.

I s e Bus end thal the Webster -Randolph Scenic Railroad

Toom has develed its time and effort, and now dedicates this
pEpar
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surely a ¢liff thal a person would
step over only after due thought
and consideration had been given (o
what the fulure offered - and even
then, not necdlessly,

Then, there is Cherry Falls and
ite namesake Chorry Falls - a quiet
than a dent in the EIk's glassy sur
On wpstream to Parcoal and
Curtin, scene of the Pardee and
Curtin Lumber Mill which is a
rather large operation that also
exports products. Themill utilizes
the railroad as a vital link for
moving products to market,

Neat comes Bergoo, an oldmin-
ing and logging town that still feels
the effects of those heydey years
every time two large-size rain-
drops fall in the same place in
either Leather wood or Bergoo
Creek. A flashflood caused exten-
sive damage to the existing bridge
and roadway last July 16 and the
effects are still evident.

After passing Bergoo, the grade
begins to rise guickly. Not much
iime i3 wasted in getting to the
variable boundary between the cen-
tral hardwood forest(with itshick-
ory, yellow poplar, oak and ash) and
the northern hardwood forest
sporting mostly beech, sugar map-
le, and yellow birch. Further up
the mountains, the northern coni-
region 15 reached with its
thickly matted red spruce that
give the mountain lop the appear-
ance of a Mohawk haircut,

Whritiaker Falls will undoubtedly
become a regular rest stop on the
scenic route. Short but wide, the
falls sxhibits the woes of Niagara
Fallis - a soft layer of shale under-
neath the mare-resistant top layer
of sandstone is gradually washing
supy lewving no support for the top
wfuch sventually breaks off from
Mz o= weighl. Many years from
s, B falls will ba nothing more
P g rapeh
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points af majar inle
track to Bald Knob in Poc sharite
Counly, bul to be emphasized hope
15 the fact that scenic beauty pre
vails all along the track and tour-
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left intentionally until last, InWeb-
ster Springs there is to be found
something called salt-sulphur wa-
ter that no visitor to Town should
miss, but each visilor should have,
as | have had, the privilege of
making it the first or last item
on his agenda,

Collection of Georgia Donald
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ALONG THE SCENIC RAILRD'

{Ay Gordon T. Hamrick - Continued from Page 14)

which has survived lwo flash floods
in less than forly years - leads
one into the old Western Maryland
Railway yard complex., Just a
cross the bridge, on the righl,
stood the depot; all that remains
are a few concrete pilings. A few
yards further upriver, where the
equipment shed now stands, siood
the water lower, At one lime, a
half dozen Baldwin engines could
have been found in the yard at any
given time; toeday, only the echoes
of whistle and hiss of steam re-
main. The sidings sit emply,
rails rusting, ties rotting.

Leaving Bergoo, the Scenic Rail-
road hugs the cliffs on the righi.
To the left, the highway shares the
available space with the river.
Every so often, these two contesi
the existing space; the river us-
ually wins. Man may interfere
with the river; he cannot tame or
control it. Even the railroad is
not immune to the ravages of the
surging walers. Mule evidence
of these constant skirmishes is
found in the driftwood piled along
the right-of-way.

Al Bergoo Creek, the highway
swings across the river, while the
railroad continues on the right of
the river. Ewvidence of one-time
fuman habitation s visible along
thus stretch of railroad. Brush-
ehoked river bolloms attest to
one -lime farms. Remains of vari-
sus types of buildings are visible
a1 dfferenl places. A palch of
hight -colored greenery on a slope
beiln of & hardy pioneer  More and
Bwre, remans of susponsion bri

Bg=s remind the Iraveler thal al
e e, Bhe railrosd was the only
ey o cowm o e oulside
A Bper siMine o 4] the P a1 dee

el Caatas e g les wily
bl il g 5. e el 1]
paes =P sesdy el b sk
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yal lo carrvy it'e first lnad of coal
Difficulties of an unknown nalure
possibly a guestion of mineral
rights, a right-of-way problem,
ar insufficent coal to justify min
ing - caused the bridge lo be a
bandoned. Although anoccassional
enterprising four-wheel drive en-
thusiast may cross if, it is gen
erally limited to fool traffic
fishermen and hunters,

From Whittaker Falls, it is
‘only a short distance to Hickory
Lick and the former Bethelehem
Steel Company mines. The tipple
complex has fallen upon hard
times, and sits silenl, vacanl win=-
dows staring over the once in-
dustrious area. The calwalks have
fallen in; parts of the roof are
askew Some enterprising in-
dividual is building a loading plat-
form on one of the sidings. Pre-
sumably, coal is to be trucked
down from a sirip mine on the
mountain to the siding. Mercifully,
the loading platform is on the side
of the river opposite the Scenic
Railreoad. The road leading up the
mountain is real and ugly.

A few miles above Hickory Lick,
the Greenbrier Limestone rises
above the drainage and, after adis-
lance of a mile or so, is elevated
sufficiently for the railroad to
cross it. Thereafer, the cliffs
on the right are formed by the
Greenbrier, rather than the Web-
ster Springs sandslone which has
predominated since leaving Web-
ster Springs. Al this point, also,
the railroad swings almost due
south for the run to Slaly Fork
To the right, Sharp's Knob isvisi
visible also is the evidence ol
Har dwoods

ble

8 change n the fiora
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ually wins, wian may inierfore
with the river; he cannol tame ar
contral 1f. Even the railroad is
not immune to the ravages of the
surging walers. Mule ovidence

| wffer any Bating-
| pensibly mean so
ber when the area
w alan remember

ol indusfry to die.

| thet the lessons al thoeso constant skirmishos is
irs and then lose found in the driftwood piled along
the right-of -way.
had b d
17 has bedn pai P At Bergoo Creek, the highway

he bill would be
de notl expect fo
oad: their only
re of railrosds
it & laante of the
pn what will be

swings across the river, while the
railroad continues on the right of
the river. Evidence of one-lime
human habitation is visible along
thie strotech of railroad. Brush
choked river boltoms attest to
one-time farms. Remains of vari-
ous types of buildings are visible
at different places. A patch of
light-colored greenery on a slope
tells of a hardy pioneer. Here and
there, remains of suspension bri-
dges remind the traveler that at
ane time, the railroad was the ﬂnll,-
means of access to the outside.
s At Byers(Mine No. 4), the Pardec

renic Railroad
dedicates this

ateresi .'l'l'ldﬂ.g the
sk m Pocahontas

emphagized bwre and Curtin tipple complex sits,
oy ““mr P - silenlt and rusting, the sidings o-

e x vergrown wilth weeds and brush.
l.’ﬂlﬂ“' Fhe river bottoms opposite  the

tipple, which once housed the Wost-

Iway section

crews and water tower, are slowly

% v 'ﬂr; growing up in Yellow Poplar({or

. b found - Tulip Tree, if you prefer). There
o -sclpfnr we - is liltle evidence of the hand of
b Tows should man except for the remains of an
v it d Bve old wire fence near Big Run, and an
b preedege of - occasional piece of pipe stuck into
| 2 bt rdem some rivulel to form a faucet,

The cliffs along the entire length
of the Scenic Railroad, whichwere
» once blasted from living rock to
form a roadbed, have atained a
sere maturity. Except for an oc-
e cassional fresh scar caused by

- recent fracturing of the rock, most

. ul the cliffs are covered wilh lich-

2 ens and mosses. The violence

- required to create the roadbed is
no longer in evidence,

» Above Byers, the railroadopens

% Anto seme of il's longest and stra-

. ighlest stretches. Between Big
fun and Whittaker Falls, the run

is Bwough a speclacular area,
Massive cliff on the left of the

reaches some three hundred
e . Across the face
. chift. the secondary high-
may Bt provides access lo the
s wmonle e ariously

W righer F alls on e Webaler -
Rareboigh L maty line wmas oo a
magratiiamt suem  Alss, bul liihe
Whal mas oo

“
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sumabily, coal is ta be irucked
down from a slrip mine on the
mountain to the siding, Mercifully,
the loading platform is on the side
of the river opposite the Scenic
Railroad. The road leading up the
mountain is real and ugly

b
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A few miles abave Hickory Lick,
the Greenbrier Limestone rises
above the drainage and, after a dig-
tance of a mile or so, is elevated
sufficiently for the railroad to
cross it.  Thereafter, the cliffs
on the right are formed by the
Greenbrier, rather than the Weh- ¥
ster Springs sandstone which has
predominated since leaving Wab-
ster Springs. At this point, also,
the railroad swings almost due
south for the run to Slaty Fork.
Te the right, Sharp’s Knob isvisi-
ble;: visible also is the evidence of
8 change in the flora. Hardwoods
ng longer dominate the mountain
tops;: patches of whatl once was an

unbroken stand of Red Spruce can
b soaen.

¢y have N

Many years ago, Aldo Leopold
wrote, “Recreational development
is not a job of building roads
into lovely country, but of building
receptivity into the still unlovely
human mind. We owe it to ourself
and to the good earth thatsupports
us to curb our avarice to the ex-
tent of leaving a few spots un-
touched and unexploited . . .” The
Scenic Railroad proposes to do
this by utilizing already existing
facilities to give the tourist a
leisurely contact with nature and
the past.

EPILOGUE

The foregoing is a reasonably
complete representation _nf my
impressions and notes; the imper-
sonal view recorded by a well
stopped-down camera lens isquite
different. The route out of Webster
Springs by rail is no different
from any other ¢ily, regardless of
size. Shacks with rusting wash-
ing machines on the porches hine
the right-of-way. Old bewr cans,
automobile hulks, automobile ti-
res, and other debris line the
right-of -way and the streams. Se-
sttered garbage dumps are visible
along the highways. Abandoned
coa! tipple and slag heaps dom-
inate the landscape. The hills are
cripn-crossed by a mage of roads,
leading 10 Minsng cperstions ur to
lumbering operations  Each ran




occasional piece of pipe stuck into
some rivulet to form a faucet,

The cliffs along the entire length
of the Scenic Railroad, whichwere
once blasted from living rock lo
form a roadbed, have attained a
sere maturity, Except for an oc-
cassional fresh scar caused by
recent fracturing of the rock, most
of the cliffs are covered with lich-
. ens and mosses. The violence
required to create the roadbed is
no longer in evidence.

Above Byers, the railroad opens
into some of it's longest and stra-
ightest stretches. Between Big
Run and Whittaker Falls, the run

. 's through a spectacular ares.

A massive cliff on the left of the

river roaches some three hundred

feet vertically. Across the face

of this cliff, the secondary high-

. way thal provides access to the
area winds precariously.

Whittaker Falls, on the Webster -
Randolph County line, was once a
magnificent view, Alas, but time
Nas taken it's toll. What was once
ph & thirty-foot flume at the turn of
he century has degencrated into
hittle more than a glorified rapid.
The terrible scour ing power of a
.- Swiftly -flowing stream is in evi-

Gence here. A recent fracturing
. o e face of the falls did little
. 0 enhance 11’y appearance: how-
' Swer. Bus is the only falls on the
Frwwr morthy of the name. A fow
More years. and Whittaker Falls
@il be only 8 memory Replacing
M ol be series of chutes in

¥ 4 nell

-

touched and unexploited . « Th
S-c_unic Railroad Proposes {q d:
Ihll; Ib_y utilizing already existing
facilitios to give the tourist 3

leisurely contact with nature ang
the past,

EPILOGUE

The foregoing is a reasonably
complete representation of my
impressions and notes; the imper-
sonal view recorded by a well
stopped-down camera lens is quite
different. The route out of Webster
Springs by rail is no different
from any other city, regardless of
size. Shacks with rusting wash-
Ing machines on the porches line
the righbuf—way. Old beer cans,
autornobile hulks, automobile tj-
res, and other debris line the
right-of-way and the streams. Sc-
attered garbage dumps are visible
along the highways. Abandoned
coal tipple and slag heaps dom-
inate the landscape. The hills are
Criss-crossed by a maze of roads,
leading to mining operations or to
lumbering operations. Each rain
contributes it's quota of precious
topsoil to that already in the stream
channels - and to the mudflats in
Sutton Reservoir,

One fact is inescapable - the
extractive industries as presently
operating are not compatible with
tourism. We can have one or the
other, we cannot have both operat-

in the same are concurrently.
Mm will it be? M the Scenc
Rasiroad s to become a reality,
Webster County must roll wp it's
collective sleeves and get down to
e serous busisess of cleaning
- e ladal ape

O
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t Photo by G. Leroy Crislip
s ALTHOUGH IT 15 NOT KNOWN at this time whether or not the scenic railroad will operate
| » Suring e winter, thal sesson provides some spectacular scenery along cliff-bound Elk River.
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LOGGING RAILROADS
AND
LOGGING CAMPS

(By Gordon T. Hamrick - Continued from Page 6)

At Bill McCourt’'s Leatherwood
camp, the family | visited was that
of Ray Bright. Ray was “lobby
hog” for the camp His son,
Shirley, and | were in the same
class and became greal friends
| thought nothing of the four miles
or s0 to hike to and from school.
All | was interested in was what
went on at the camp. If | was
lucky, one of the teamsters would
gven let me take his team to water,
and ' was really a thrill to be
entrusted with the care of those
nimals

Since my father was a logging
coniracior, animals and | were
o strangers. However, my fa-
e used mostly mules on his
poba and for this reason, they were
“The Jackass Jobs.™
Dver the years, we had a variely
of crifiers, some sxemplary, bul
maally ornery. There was "Mable™
geotle and intelligent, but she could
il sl 8 hod There was
Tearge”, wha had an foul a din
pesilan 83 anything or snyone |
bhpew wver el MHe came Trom
Viegis sa shall bechen tmo year
e ODwrog s lirsd wesh in the
sy b rearly losl g foul when
te faded b oot ot of e way of

ke A%

farm. George retained his foul
disposition to the end; he was
never ridden, and to shoe him, it

was necessary to rope him in the
"stocks.”

Among the other animals, there
was a pair of medium-weight hor-
ses named "Charlie” and “Fannie.”
Charlic was of aplacid disposition,
and would stand while kids crawled
around, over, and under him, or
swung on his tail. He thought,
however, that four-thirty a.m. was
a fine time to kick the siding off
his stall. Ewvery barn he was
stabled in could be recogmzed by
the lack of siding around his stall.
“Fannie”, while not as placid as
“Charlie”, was intelligent and easy
to handle; indeed, like most women,
she often had a mind of her own
and acted without direction from
the handlar

None of the animals my father
used could be compared with the
horses used by McCourt. | did

not realize unlil much later that
the amimals my father used were
selocted with & view loward their
being able to move quickly, Mec
Court's animals, on the other hand,
wers aslecled for their ability to
pall @ heavy load

A Pardee
and lots of it.

a matched pair o
weighed 2200 poun
horses, like all logg
bridles with short n
tle boy on the back ¢
critters with a sh
when the horse red
drink, the boy 15 &
splash. The few lin
o drink, one or
be sure to switch his
in the drink | would
ot of time drywng o
of the boarding hous
in later years, | sus|
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8 malched pasr ol grays which
" mephed I200 pounds each, The
N ‘mryes ke »ll logging tearns, had
»

bragied evh ahert rens. Putalit-
- Ba Loy on e back of one ol those

rifers evth & short rein, and

e Ta faree repched down Lo
L b #8 e Lery t?r" lr“u‘
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s
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team had been well trained.

In every logging camp, there was
sure to be a number of mongerels
ol indeterminate breed. We would
borrow a lantern from the stable
hand, cuff up a lazy dogor two, and
sei forth on a coon hunt. The late
Robert Ruark once expressed the
opinion that any man who went
coon hunling was simply looking
for an excuse to gel drunk and Tall
palch, We didn'l gel
but we did fall into & num

nlo a brier
ok
L ! brier

ol tha | |1I|t

palches and knocked
The natural stale of

S aka 1

From the Knicely Collection

A Pardes & Curlin logging camp lacked much in appearance, but there was always good food

evenis i1s that you have no matches,
and you are faced with the certain
knowledge that between you and
camp lie anumber of brier patches,
several miles of rough territory,
a number of streams, all of which
are certainly inhabited by bears
and other animals of strange sorts
Things like this lend a certan
rest, not to say speed, to the re-
lurn o camp We never did en-
counter a coon | don' { know what
dore had we ac

we would have

cidentally tripped over one Pro-
I".ﬂhl"f we would have bédn s sur
The dogs

|

prised a3 the coon

pre—arapee D - - L]
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into a brier

NUunuInNng was Simply look rig
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for an excuse to f}"1 drunk ar d fall turn t : '
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patch. We didn‘i gel Counter a coon - |

drunk, but we did fall' into a num

ber of brier

out the light

we would have o
iatches and knocke . all
it and knocked  cidental y tripped

The natural state of bably we would ha
prised as the cqg
weren't exacily

hunting ability: ho
c-rarrymanagedtu;

two. After much
the party would ke
e & mrd
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To a coen hunts
returning in them
brier scratched, s
about half-asleep
things as cheerfu
kitchen, with a
erant and under:

boys, and who wi
thing to eat and dr

Maybe it was |
lot of us country
I'm more inclined
the horny-handeda
us as eqguals and
an interest in nah
and corner gangs r
us. A knife was a

be kept sharp and

you if used carele
a weapon. Guns w
you treated =
Camps were io be
neat. You respe
fellow's rights, and
“ﬂ"'E':"""-“-- 0 respe

Mavbe if we had
uncurried
rooms as teachers |
have fewer problem
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Webster Springs, West Virginia, Around 1912
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The Websler Springs Molel, a'
Pt Lime Bhe largest frame s id
g = Be world and the second
largest holel n West Virgima,
s suilable setting for the

Built largely of native
the Webster Springs Hotel
of 300 rooms, a dinng
# ballroom, Turkish and

baths, plus a host of other
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By the time Col McGraw chart-
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The salt wall lay as il had lain
these many thousands of ywars,
resting easily in the haollow hands
of the rocks Barn of the sarth’s
iravail, the vallay in which the
sall well lay had come into being
amid that period of mounltain-buil
ding now known as the Appalachian
Revolulion Amid the shatiering
of rock, the uplifting snd fract
uring of a continental wverlebra,
great fault cracks oponed in the
earth’s crust

This was a lonely land, renl
and torn by varthguakes, ils sur-
face shallered and cracked. In
an age long past, there had been
grésler rainfall and the area had
rested under a warm, shallow, in-
land ses. Following the uplifting
of the mounlains, glaciers spread
down from the north and rainfall
beceme grester. Deop valleys
wars carved inle the landscape,

#s the more resistant rocks on the
ridges channwled the run-off inlo
sireams which gouged ever deeper
s the crust of the earth,
hi"lr the glaciers reireated in

Eountry ta the north, rainfall
tecame loss. Yegelation appoared

@ e slopes of the mountaing, A

trickle of water high on a ridge

vesped inle & Crack in the rock and

Frwwe u deink of the sall ,
ol ’l_-l__. 9

=a s s r'rl-h.m-ll i
P dar® gl lrin e mos!  The
Font ol P onpemumal s « armve bo & i

by Gordon T. Hamrick

al the sall Spring

Time passed, and several thous
and yuars ago, a man came o drink,
the first of the hunlers and food
gatherers to find this remote spol
The primilive man carried a stone
hand-axe and a throwing stick
with a spear. Adecr came to drink,
unagware that the hunter was crou-
ched in the rocks and brush behind
hirm. The deer heard the man whan
he moved lo make his spear-thrust,
but it was loo late, The bunler
skinned oul his viclim, ale a part
of i, and departed for the west,

Fow hunters came so far south
or oast, MHunting was good &lse-
whare, without crossing into the
mountainous region. Only inhimes
of necessily did hunters come so
far south and casl

The while man settled the coast
of MNorth America, forcing he

Indians, loarning of the salt 'rl'ng.
mnu hire more frequently to

By teey P ¥ -..,-....'.‘.;

riwar  which Tlowed “Lruu#\ L1iTS
valley the Eik River - Elk Tiskel-
wah, “river of fal wik "~

i 48 Can be deter

lar, bt the o
faresl. Tim %

T

‘ drutry.  The 'p

“The Rise And Fall
0f A Tourist Center

In, ar prior 1o, 1785, the vallm
was visited by a bearded siranger
a white man named Abram Meirs
The localily subsequently becams
known as Fork Lick, since th
sall lick which gave the site it"
name was localed al the junctior
of the Elk River and the Back Fork
of the Elk River.

History does not record the name
of the firsl selller al Fork Lick,
When Websier County was created
by an Act of the Virginia General
Assembly, January 10, 1860, from
Nicholas, Braxton, and Randolph
counties, the statute provided that
the name of the seal of justice -
or county seat - should be Addison
(from Addigon McLaughlin, thi
owner of the land onwhich the town
was located). An Act of the Wesl
Virginia Legislature n 1903 cha
nged the name to Webster Springs

L ¥

War Dotween the States. Mistory
does nol record the name of the
warliest proprietor to exploit the

ity travel
Fen

Ao - B H- : 5 a
was limitied o mule irail
travelurs braved tha wilderness o
disit the mineral spring. A group
of enterprising bin e s arien, i
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The Rise And Fall

Of A Tourist Center
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Indians, learning u( th:- salt sprmg,
returned here more frequently to
hunt; yel, so far as can be deler-
mined, no Indian ever called the
valley home. Game was plentitul;
the Shawnee Indians named the
FIVEr which lowod through the
valley the Elk Rivaer Elk Tiskal

wah, “river of fat elk.”

largest frame building in the warld having a total of 300 rooms.

Collection of Berlin Chapman
The Webster Springs Hotel was during its existence(1904-1925] the

Many

facilities even today considered luxuries were commonplace at this

fourist center,
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mineral properties of the spring.
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travelers braved the
visit the mineral spring
of enterprising businessmen, who
o names are lost to history, pro
posed to change all this, In 1838 o
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River Railroad Company, with a
view of developing and offering
rail facilities for the wisitors to
(then) Addison inthe summer mon-
ths for the purpose of drinking and
bathing in the Salt Sulphur walers.
Construction of the original unit
of the Webster Springs Hotel was
beqgun at about the same time.
The Holly River Railroad Com-
pany managed to complete con-
struction of a narrow-gauge rail-
road as far as Hechmer on the
Holly River in Webster County be
fore it was acquired by the Holly
River and Addison Railway Com-
pary. The line from Diana, on
Holly River, to Addison, onthe Elk
River, was completed in 1901 or
1902. Presumably, the Webster
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yeem of developing and offering
rail tacilities for the visitors 1o
{then) Addison in the summer mon-
s for the purpose of drinking and
bathing n the Salt Sulphur waters.
Corstruction of the original unit
ol the Webater Springs Hotel was

pegun at asbout the same time
The Molly River Railroad Com-

== Pelwn The NIaTes. ks F
- ecord the name of the

earliest propriefor o exploit the

Webster Springs of 1912,

Webste

The author has attempted to identify the majority of the buildings shown in the
above photo by talking with several of the town's residents who could remember

The type of building or the owner and in some cases

both are: (1) Flem Hamrick; (2) Woodale; (3) Daily Blacksmith Shop; (4) Methodist
Church; (5) Dormitory; (6) Tom Daily; (7) Woodsel; (8) Skidmore (3) Dr. McLaugh-

expected influx of tourists.

The Honorahle Jobhn T, MceGraw,

tourist attr

pary maraged to complele con-
struction of 8 narrow-gauge rail- It is hardly a coincidence that from Grafton, W. Va., was a man The Wesl
rosd a3 far a3 Mechmer on the the name-of the town was changed of vision and ambition. He owned road, a bra
Meily Biver i Webster County be to Webster Springs in 1903; that timber and mineral interests in Ohio Railr
- | was acquired by the Holly construction of the now-famous the Webster Springs area. Devel- masterpiec
Bwwer and Addison Railway Com- Webster Springs Hotel was begun opment of the industrial inleresis ing by me:
Sy The lme from Disna, on in 1904: and that the Honorable reguired a railroad; why not devel - ross the r
Mglly River, to Addison, onthe Elk John T. MeGraw chartered the op the tourist facilities at the same and Elk Ri
Bever. wan completed i 1901 or West Virginia Midland Railroad, time? And Col. McGraw forthwith cuts, and a
rans Fresumably, the Webster which swallowed the Holly River set forth to make Webster Springs the appro:z
and Addison Railway Company, in one of the nation's best known was as cun
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pleted by s bLime, to handle the
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The Salt Sulphur Well drilled by Asdison Mcli
and 1860 to » depth of 169 feet was » Durist attr
until it was eventually allowed to fall sl ruin,

Collection of Georgia Donala
Litfn Topstia oo Ba W Vo Mudiand between £l and Molly Rivers
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Webster Springs, West Virginia, Ar

(10) Wysong; (11) Dyer; (12) Rimfire Hamrick; (13) Withers (14) Ma

ton;
i of the bonldingi: thown in the tel: (16) Kell :
(15) Talbot Hotel; (16) Kelly Hamrick; (17) Currey: (18) Hamrick Hotel- (19) |
PR o las: (20) Cash Store; (21) Valley Hotel: (22) Hotel Rutherford: (23) Dr
h M -‘dl .
:mm--th Shoo u-.‘:;:{;.m: (24) Hines; (25) Benetdy; (26) Arthur; (27) Oakland Hotel: (28) Church: (29) C
: (30) Webster Echo; (31) Bank; (32) Couch Store; (33) Jail; (34) Court

B Sivdmore {9 Dr l.fcl_lup‘i'

pourist altractrons a movie director.

i T_M -
o '., _:‘ ; __J_II The West Virginia Midland Rail- The Webster Springs Hotel, at
hition. Mo ouned road. 8 pranch of the Baltimore and that time the largest frame huild-
ral islerests i oo Railroad, was, n itself, a ing in the world and the second
wos area. Deve ~asterpiece of engineering. Wind- largest hotel 1n West Virgima,
ndastrsal mierests og by means of switchbacks ac- was a suitable setting for the
it wivy not deve ross the ridge between the Holly SCene. Built largely of native
A — wd Elkc River, through deep rock lumber, the Webster Springs Hotel
A e e ~ts and across the high trestles, boasted of 300 rooms, a dining
¢ Whetsir Sor oAl &w aocproach to Webster Springs room, a ballroom, Turkish and
wm s Sewl Amown was a3 cunningly arranged as ifby

Callsction of Gordea T Hamrih

Lovers Lane which salended
w Baan Fart in the general ares
of Ball Stres! mas ane of e low
“sidmmains” - Be sarly days

Tha Kig
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irginia, Around 1912

(13) Withers (14) Marfon s
(19) MNicho

prarack

(35) Church; (36) Hicks Building; (37) Skidmore Hotel: (38
ov: (18) Hamrich Hotel

People’s Store; (40) Tracy Building; (41) Truman Rose; (4

130 Mete! Butherford; (23) Dr. Allen Store; (44) Enick Law Office; (45) Stable; (46) White; (47) P
and Motel (28) Church; (29) Currey Store; (49) Klondike; (50) Drug Store and Post Office: (5
Shere: (31) Jail; {M4) Court House (652) Bowling Alley: and (53) Webster Springs Hotel,
amenities such as bowling alleys, Well, (Contrary to popular belief, different lev
Mabal @ vatlure golf courses, riding sta the SGalt Sulphur Well is not the this well s
— o slex  the best fishing in the country original Fork Lick S.pr Ing he carbon dioxi
he second eoerr carpeting floored the rooms spring, located as it was, at the it it's char;
Ve and halls: the food was second lo junction of the Elk and Back Fork other well
§ fer B wweve  Stulfed and mounted heads of of the Elk, suffered from pollu such a digti
o PR wilive game - deer, elk, buffalol or tion by flooding following each By the tir
s bacle seson) bear. plus a host of lesser heavy rain. Addison McLaughlin ered the ¥
8 B~ smals ned the hallways, A drilled the Sall Sulphur Well some- Railroad wu
T N0 LT somd n back of the hotel sported time between the years of 1850 and lourists ind
8' of o seese and ducks. A walkway known 1860, in search of salt brine. The ing the sumr

Promenade” led
the Hotel to the Salt Sulphur

g MocGraw's
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a torrent
by magic,

were hard

*

Beas
= | =Y
In ans
il F
Jres
shortly 3
s =
Jry
i
-

Callection of Ber x (hapma
lh‘m-i h B lpresy sdompin of e ke crwmaem par o

ol thae panl




d 1912

(3%) Church
People + Store

{36) Micks Building; (37) Skidmore Hotel; (38) Gregory Hotel: (39)
{40) Tracy Building; (41) Truman Rose; (42) Miller: (43) Feed

Store (44) Enick Law Office; (45) Slable; (46) White; (47) Pool (48) Gillespie's
Steore (49) Klondike; (50) Drug Stare and Post Office; (51) Moore s Shoeshop:
L)) Bowling Alley; and (53) Webster Springs Hotel.

- 2 alleys L E wrary to popular belief,
1 o 2l the Sall Sulphur Well 18 not the
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The water from
this well 13 unique in the hlqh

different levels

carbon dioxide content, which gives
it it's characleristic “"bite.” No
other well 1n the state can claim
such a distinclion

By the time Caol, McGraw chart-
ered the West Virginia Midland
Railroad in 1905, the trickle of
tourists into Webster Springs dur-
ing the summer months had become
a torrent. Hotels sprang up, as if
by magqgic, although many of them
were hardly qualified for the name
even by the standards of that day

In one of the earliest known D

F
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Pedestrian traffic in Webster So
rings n earily days seems 1o have
been something of a venture n
daring. Main Street was paved
from the wvicinity of the Oakland
Hotel to the Court House: around
the river side of the Court Square
and possibly as far as Union Street.
Sidewalks are visible in the lower
end of town; the street is of mud,
and crossing was accomplished at

the risk of being mired down. A
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guests from the resl ol the lowns

folks seperating the shoeop from
the goals, mo to speak Anothor
boardwalk, known as “Lover's
Lane, ran up Back Fork in the
general arva of whal 15 now Beoll
Stroet In the rest of the town,

rocks were sel on end in the stre

olis), botween the ruts made by
wagon wheels, for pedestrians to
and woe be the poor
lost balance

Cross, lo
pedestrian
while crossing

The early proprietors in Web-
ster Springs to seem to have been
o0 busy separaling the tourist
from his money to construct add-
itwonal facilities for tourist recre-
atwn.

The Tracy building housed the
skating rink (and als o the first
high school in the county.) The
bowling alley was near the cen-
ter of town along the river bank,
and the Klondike, where a fellow
fook his girl for anice cream cone,
was located in one of the buildings
just up the street. Recreational
facilities, other than these, seem
2 have been non-existent, except
possibly for a pool hall.

Contrary to popular belief, it
was not the freguent fNires that
rwvaged Webster Springs that spel
P death of tourism as an

“dBesiry Hy the Lime the Websier
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which still exists, was one of th

The Oakland Hotel,
Webster Springs.

from all over the eastern part of
the United States flocked to these
operations, “dead-heading” on log-
ging trains; walking, travelling as
best they could. Every town was
full of uncouth ruffians, often
drunk, always belligerent. And,
always, there was the ever-pre-
sent prospect of open warfare be-
tween the foreign railroad men -
track crews - and the lumbermen,
as can be attested by any news-
paper of the period.
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in 1925 lourism was llreldf dead
as a dodo, having been done in by
inchyetrial nalably
lumbering Tourism in Webstor
Sormgs had reached a zenith some
where aboul 1912 or 1913 and.
fram thal dale, had stoadily fallen
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As any old timer can relate,
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~ ®arly loggers were a breed apart
 trom o

people  Fiorcely in-

ather
dependent, they woere a wandering
group, following the logging camps,
and working at each camp just
long enough to build a stake to reach
the next operation. As a rule, the
fogoers were a hard-working group

outside of

[ Lattisl Camp camp,
ey were ahard-drinking, profane
and belligerent crew. Few tour-
ts who had the misfortune to be
on the same train with a crew of
dgrunken lumbermeni{or wookhicks)
would care 1o repeat the experi-
ence Even more to the point,
e lownspeople quickly learned
Sat e loggers demanded less
» e way of accomodations than
&d Be tourisis, and were, conse-
guently. easier lo separate from
Bear money. The quality of hotel
Mromedslions declined, and so
d e sumber of lourisis The
Ostiand and Webster Springs hot
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s, il ! was & losing batlle
The headwaters of the Elk, Gau
My, Maldy Williama, and Cran

foemrs mere the il un

time, the American public had
developed its love affair with the
automobile, and "auto camping”
was the rage. Auto roads were
non-existent in Webster County;
tourists shunned the County A;_
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The Depression came along; Col.
McGraw passed away andhis estate
went in liquidation. The real es-

tale and railroad righis in Websiar
County were purchased by Pardee
& Curtin; the real estate was re-
tained and the railroad rights were
sold to the Western Maryland Rail -

way. Passenger service from
Centralia been disconmtinued-
Western Maryland Railway had
never offered passenger service
The track from Centralia was torn
up for scrap and the rolling stock
junked. The section of West Vir-
ginia Midland Railroad toward
Bergoo was standardized and con-
nected with the former Greenbrier,
Cheat and Elk Railroad which ran
up Elk River, to Elkins. The Back
Fork section of the West Virginia
Midland Railroad was torn up for
scrap early during World War 1I
Meantime, the early mnferior
earthern roads of the County had
been replaced by, or were being
replaced by, roads more suifed to
automobile travel: however, auto
travel on any Webster County road
was still something of an adven-
ture, the roads beng generally
stoop, narrow, and rough. The
start of construction of State Route
20 v 1925 revived talk of Websler
Becom 2 fourist center
E:Tn M':-‘ ntermittentiy

tour st

had beer =5

r'.;qff

Frumiiess witl
road

Those who
Past and talk
should take
Bottom and ¢
Past. Wende!
atop the foun

ster E“‘r”-"_]gi
ires "‘-"lf*l"l'H

De seen in
and on the
property. |
2% well as

o the

wWErE
rea
Qarage. A
ssed the |

lethar gic
lost opeor




s T wWay oOf avCcuorTrMiailiuis Wan
did the tour igte and were. conae

“Fhf}f
thear

gasier lo separale from

ITWHIe Y The gquality of halel
declined, and so
dd the number of tourisis The
Oiak | avd anvd Websler Springs hark
sland

accomodations

ele attempled to mamtamn

ards bt ! was a losaing batlle

haadhwaters of the Elk, Gau

- 4 ’ W ars and Lran
— " vere were he ARl un
- sin Limber in the east

gre Unaled Slales When the lum

ber mterests, nolably the Spruce

Lussper Companyllater the Wesl
Virgnsa Pulp and Paper Company)
and B2 Cherry River Boom and
Lumber Company, began opera
bors. e death knell for tourism
had sounded The Spruce Lumber
Comgany operalbions 10 Webster
County began about 1913; the
Cherry River Boom and Lumber
Commpany operations about 1307,
i Be Gauley River section be-

g spemed about 1917 Loggers
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start ol construction of State Roule
20 in 1925 revived talk of Webster
Springs becoming a tourist center
This talk continued intermittently
throughout the Depression and cul
minated in the Rhododendron Fes-
tivals of 1938 through 1942. These
Festivals were the dying gasp of
attemmpts to reestablish a tourist
industry. Apparently, the pro-
moters had yet to learn the lesson
of their predessors; industrial de-
velopment and tourism aren’t com-
atible. In this case, the “"wood-
hicks” had been replaced by min-
ers and nothing else had really
changed

Since the “crash”™ of coal mining
during the late 1950°s, there has
been talk of Webster County be-
coming 8 tourist ceater. Various
studies have cited all the attract-
ons the speclacular scenery,
the rivers, the remote location
The same studies also cCite the
problems lack of faclities, ro-
ads. and capilal to construct mod-
ern facilihies
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Those who want to live in the
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